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Commissioner for Patents 

Applicants are advised that, in the current application, Claims 46, 55, 56, 58, 59, 65, 72, 140, 143, 145, 148 and 148 are allowable, 
while Claims 47, 52, 54, 57, 60, 61, 62, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 135, 138, 139, 144, 146 and 147 read on US Patent 6,812,339 (Venter, 
2004) with an effective filing date AFTER that of the instant application. 

Applicants are advised that a declaration under 37 CFR 1.131 would not be sufficient to overcome the US patent reference, since it is 
claiming the same invention. Applicants could suggest an interference (see § 41.202 of the Federal Register, Vol. 69, No. 155, 
Thursday, August 12, 2004). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this communication is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 
Extensions of time may be granted under 37 CFR 1. 136(a). In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Sandra Wegert 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-0895. The examiner can normally be reached Monday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
(Eastern Time). If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Brenda Brumback, can 
be reached at (571)272-0961. 

The fax number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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